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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Background to Project: 
The excitability of the voluntary movement pathways to the back muscles is altered in an asymmetrical way when subjects move one of their arms, to compensate for the alteration in the centre of gravity. When subjects perform bilateral trunk extensions, this excitability is increased symmetrically. We do not fully understand the relative contribution of the motor cortex to each of these responses. 

Hypothesis the Student will Investigate: 
The excitability of the motor cortical drive to the back muscles is different between postural and voluntary tasks. 

Techniques Student will Use: 
Responses of the trunk muscles to transcranial magnetic stimulation of the motor cortex will be assessed in healthy subjects during postural responses (following arm movements) and following bilateral voluntary trunk movements. Electromyographic activity will be measured and evoked responses compared for differences.
Will the research involve work done under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) 1986 Act?
 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If YES, 

Will the student be required to undergo Home Office training? 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
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 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Date approval was granted   

Reference Number
Will the project involve work on human subjects, human tissue or access to confidential patient information?  






Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If YES
has ethical approval been obtained




Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Date approval was granted

IC REC or IRAS REC number

Note: Approval for any of the above MUST be in place before the student begins the project.

A risk assessment form will be required.
Project Payment:  I have an F account 




Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If you have an F account please give full account code:  WSSU_F36735
1

